[Surgical treatment of cancer of the left colon. True left hemicolectomy or segmental colectomy?].
Non-metastatic cancer of the left colon is still an exclusively surgical problem in 1988. The problem is to determine which type of colectomy should be performed: either a true left hemicolectomy, a long but apparently oncologically satisfactory operation, or segmental colectomy. A recent study by A.R.C. reported the same 5-year survival for these two types of operation with essentially identical postoperative mortality and morbidity. This conclusion confirms that of many studies published on this subject.